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MESSAGE FROM THE P
 RESIDENT
It seems the one constant we have in our culture is change. The Midwest
Aronia Association is no exception. With Craig Winquist, President the past
two years, stepping down from the Board, we have new leadership and most
likely some change. I mean that in the most positive way. Craig did a
masterful job of keeping us focused on our mission of educating the
membership and that mission will remain the emphasis of MAA. However, I
anticipate you will notice some changes resulting from a change in
leadership. After our initial meeting following the conference, one thing that
was imminently obvious about the new Board was their interest in opening
new doors by creating connections, utilizing social media more effectively,
and to better utilize the membership through involvement. Did Henry Ford
get it right when he said, “coming together is a beginning; keeping together
is progress; working together is success.” We plan to put that concept to the test.
During my search for conference speakers, I was moved by the willingness of people to help us in our efforts to develop
this industry. Without deviation, they recognized, as we do, the many benefits of the Aronia berry and were willing to
participate on a variety of fronts. Many of these folks have connections well beyond the board and membership and are
willing to share the story of the berry with audiences we might invest months or years attempting to develop a trusting
relationship. My promise to you, the membership, is we, the board, will be exhausting a considerable amount of energy
in an effort to promote the berry we have come to know as the “super berry.” Please feel free to contact the board with
your ideas.
Best wishes for a successful growing season.
Kent Klinkefus, President
Midwest Aronia Association
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