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First, a quick introduction…

• Dean Groskurth, Director, USDA-NASS Northern Plains Region

• Native Nebraskan

• Grew up on family farm in Cuming county

• Went to school at UNL

• Have worked for NASS for 33 years

– Previously stationed in IA, CA, and Washington D.C.

• Currently live in Lincoln



Preview…

• A look at NASS’s origins and a overview of what our agency 
looks like today

• Importance of Ag. Statistics

– Discuss who uses our products and how

• Current and upcoming surveys



NASS’S ORIGINS

History



How NASS came to be…

 In 1791 George Washington 
conducted the nation’s first 
agricultural survey.

 Included 8 questions and covered 
5 states

 Asked farmers about land values, 
crops yields, livestock prices, and 
taxes

 Apologized for the time required to 
conduct the survey



NASS was part of the USDA from the very 
beginning

• Abraham Lincoln established the 
USDA in 1862

• Lincoln charged the Department 
with this basic mission:

– "to acquire and diffuse among the 
people of the United States useful 
information on subjects connected 
with agriculture in the most general 
and comprehensive sense of the 
word." 

• First Crop Report was issued in July 
of 1863



NASS TODAY

Current Structure and Mission



Current NASS Structure

• Headquarters – Washington D.C.

• National Operations Center – St. Louis, MO

• Phone Data Centers  - MT, WY, OK, MO, and AR

• 12 Regions

– Northern Plains Regional Office – Lincoln, NE.

• Serving ND, SD, NE, and KS



NASS Regional Field Offices



NASS Today

• NASS Mission Statement:

– The National Agricultural Statistics Service provides 
timely, accurate, and useful statistics in service to 
U.S. agriculture.



What NASS does…

• Administer USDA’s Statistical Estimating Program and the 5-year Census 
of Agriculture

• Supply the statistics necessary to manage and improve the efficiency of 
USDA programs

• Partner with public and private organizations and other countries to 
conduct statistical research

• Provide independent, objective, unbiased data to everyone, at the 
same time.



What NASS doesn’t do…

• Does not set policy

• Does not regulate activities (non-regulatory)

• Does not permit influence, including political influence

– Career civil servants from top to bottom (no political appointees in 
our agency)

• Does not disclose individual reports

– Confidentiality – Information reported to NASS is protected by law from any 
court or legislative action.

• U.S. Code, Title 7, Chapter 55, Section 2276

• Does not favor any group above others



NASS PROGRAMS AND PRODUCTS

Diversity of NASS Data



NASS Programs and Products

• Over 500 national 
reports annually

• Over 9,000 state and 
regional reports 
annually

• Census reports for the 
nation, each state, and 
outlying territories



NASS Estimates

Crops: Livestock: Other:

grains

hay

oilseeds

cotton

tobacco

potatoes

sugar

other field crops

citrus fruit

non-citrus fruit

nuts

vegetables

floriculture

crop progress

acreage

- prospective plantings

- planted

- harvested

yield & production

- forecasts

- final

- by utilization

stocks

disposition

processing

prices received by farmers

agricultural chemical use

cattle

hogs

sheep

goats

equine

poultry

milk & dairy products

aquaculture

bees & honey

mink

inventory

- total

- by class

- births

- deaths

- predator losses

marketing's

slaughter

production/disposition

- meat

- other products

(milk, dairy products, wool,

mohair, eggs, honey, etc.)

prices received by farmers

inventory/production values

number of farms

land in farms

land values

cash rents

agricultural labor

- number of workers

- hours worked

- wages paid

cold storage

- holdings

- capacity

cash receipts

production expenditures

Injury

safety



Types of Data NASS Collects

• Hard data
– area planted/harvested
– quantities harvested/sold/stored

– dollars received/paid

– inventory of livestock
– expenditures on farm inputs

– type and amount of chemicals used on crops and livestock

• Growers’ expectations
– areas expected to be planted/harvested

– expected yields

• Objective counts & measurements
– plant/fruit counts & measurements

– row spacing

• Expert opinion
– crop progress

– growing conditions



IMPORTANCE OF AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS

Who uses NASS data and why?



Who uses NASS data?

• Important to Farmers and Ranchers

– Provides information to make management decisions

– Helps “level the playing field”

• Organizations with deep pockets don’t have a monopoly on the 
supply/demand information

– Gives farmers a collective voice

– Has a direct impact of the farm programs designed to help producers 
during tough times. 

– Provides a “check” on rumors, speculation, and agenda driven data



Rumors and misinformation can drive 
markets



We try to keep rumors in check

• Recent Kansas Harvested to Planted Ratios:

– 2013 = 88.9%

– 2014 = 91.6%

– 2015 = 94.6%

– 2016 = 96.5%

– 2017 = 91.4%

• 2017 H/P ratio was lower than ‘15 and ‘16, but we hardly “lost 
the western KS wheat crop” that weekend.



Who uses NASS data?

• Important to Buyers and Processors

– Grain elevators use NASS data to assess timing and size of crop

– Determine the feasibility and location of new facilities (ethanol 
plants, slaughter plants)

– The Monthly Cattle on Feed or Quarterly Grain Stocks reports can 
help exporters determine where the supply is located



Who uses NASS data?

• Important to Agri-Business Supply Firms (Chemical, Feed, 
Fertilizer, Seed, etc…)
– Allows firms to target marketing and delivery of products

– Where are those animals located?  Is a market expanding or 
contracting?

• Important to Transportation Companies
– Information needed to help move commodities to market



Who uses NASS data?

• Important to Local, State, and Federal Lawmakers

– To make well-informed long-range plans

– Assess the impact of legislation on farmers

– Determine if emergency assistance is necessary

• Important to Other USDA Agencies (FSA, RMA, ERS)

– Used to administer programs that support farms and ranches

– Used measure efficiency of farm programs



Who uses NASS data?

• Important to Producer Organizations and Land Grant 
Universities (research and extension services)
– Provide impact analysis on proposed farm policy and program 

changes

– Helps provide producers with cost/benefits of changing their 
operation

– Helps producer organizations determine membership coverage 
and/or how to allocate research dollars



CURRENT AND UPCOMING PROJECTS

When might your opportunity participate be coming?



Current and Upcoming Surveys/Reports

• Annual Ag. Resources Management Surveys (USDA-ERS) – Data 
collection began in January

• March Agricultural Production Survey – Prospective Planting 
Report and Quarterly Grain Stocks Report 3/31

And…



The 2017 Census of Agriculture



General Census Information

What is the Census of Agriculture?

In December USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) mailed 

the 2017 Census of Agriculture to Nebraska producers. Conducted once 

every five years, the census aims to get a complete and accurate picture of 

American agriculture down to the county level.

How is the Census data used to benefit producers?

The results from the Census are used by farmers, ranchers, trade

associations, policymakers, and many others. These data can play a vital

role in community planning, farm assistance programs, technology

development, farm advocacy, agribusiness setup, rural development,

infrastructure improvements, and more.

How can producers complete their reports?

Producers can respond to the census online or by mail. We highly

recommend the updated online questionnaire. The online questionnaire has

timesaving features, such as automatic calculations, and the convenience

of being accessible on mobile or desktop devices.



General Census Information

Final Comments

The initial census response deadline was February 5, 2018.

First follow-up went out in early March.

NASS will continue to follow-up with producers until July with mailings, phone

calls, and personal visits.

NASS will be releasing the results of the census in February 2019.

Remember that the Census of Agriculture is YOUR VOICE, YOUR FUTURE,

YOUR OPPORTUNITY for Nebraska voices to be heard by those who develop

policies and programs which affect their future.



Summary

• NASS (and it’s predecessors) have been providing agricultural 
statistics for nearly as long as our country has existed.

• NASS data is unbiased. NASS does not permit outside/political 
influence.

• NASS does not set policy and is non-regulatory.

• NASS relies heavily on voluntary participation to produce these 
critical data.

• NASS data plays a critical role in decisions made at nearly 
every level of the agricultural industry.



Contact information

Dean Groskurth

USDA - NASS

Director, Northern Plains Region

(402) 470-8801

dean.groskurth@nass.usda.gov



BETTER DATA = BETTER DECISIONS

USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service

Questions


